\ ILLIAM WYCHERLEY was, before
Congreve arose to surpass him, the
most eminent master of that arti-
ficial school of Comedy which com-
menced with the restoration of
Charles IL, and which may be said to have
perished, in a blaze as of a funeral pyre, -with
Sheridan. Abandoning the beaten paths of
English drama, the writers of this school found, in
the various intrigue of the Spanish theatre, in the
verbal vivacity and piquant satire of the French, a
new basis for their productions. Their works, as a
class, have been designated the Comedy of
Manners, a title which aptly distinguishes them
from the Comedy of Human Life, set forth-by
Shakespeare. It is a title, nevertheless, of limited
applicability. The manners portrayed in these
comedies, if drawn from the life, illustrate but one
side of human character, and that side the .most
superficial. To divert by wit and ingenuity being
the writer's aim,- all allusion to the i
motives of humanity was rejected as. bp